Hello members, families and friends,
Last week at the annual meeting it was decided that the Board will do
more research regarding boats that produce large waves and have the
potential of eroding our shoreline. It was discussed with the Stearns
County Conservation Officer that we, as lake home owners, can ask
boaters to voluntarily stay in the middle of the lake and stay 500 feet
away from shore while they are producing these large waves. Please help
maintain and preserve our shoreline! Another route will be to possibly post
a sign at the access asking transient boaters that do not live on the lake
but enjoy Big Fish Lake to help us with these volunteer measures as well.
*****************************************************************

Missing!
A metal canoe was blown away from the NE part of the lake
during last week's wind storm.
Please call Kristi Hoffman if you have seen it.
320-493-0111
Thank you!
*********************************************************

Last week I was asked why we have new covered aluminum loon nests that
replaced the old wooden uncovered nests and the validity of these nests.
Over the years, the wooden nests have begun to rot and come apart. They
were VERY difficult to put in and out of the water. In 2017, Matt Peters
volunteered to make another experimental nest with PVC pipe and that one
was placed by the rearing pond in the NE side of the lake. Unfortunately, the
nest did not attract any loons at that time. Matt did more research and
discovered that the covered aluminum nests were being used successfully in

several other lakes across Minnesota, including Big Watab Lake and Mantrap
Lake in the northern part of the state. After doing more research, Matt found
out that we could get the nests made at the St. Cloud Technical College for a
very good price. It was approved by the BFLA Board to purchase three of
these nests.
"Loons prefer to nest on islands or areas out of the wind. Deep water nearby
can help loons escape predators, as well as providing a margin of safety
against the fluctuating water levels The bow or closed end of the raft is
anchored facing the open water, onshore waves and curious boaters. The
stern or ramp end of the raft is anchored facing shore. The raft distance from
shore varies with the site, but far enough away from shore to avoid discovery
by shoreline predators.
The access ramp is contained within the raft to make the raft compact for
easy handling. Some loon families have used the rafts for three weeks after
hatching. Loons usually do not return to natural shoreline nests after the
chicks hatch because of potential predation, as well as the difficulty for chicks
to climb back on a shore nest.
The shape of the canopy is high in the bow and lower in the stern (ramp end).
Thirty inches of space above the nest area is provided for loon copulation.
The low canopy at the stern reduces the possible detection by shore [and air]
predators while giving the loon good visibility, and aids the loon in slipping off
the raft undetected. At this time there has been no predation on the Big
Mantrap Lake rafts." (From
www.mantraplake.webs.com/loonnestingrafts.com)
Because this is the first year for these experimental nests on our lake, we
have much to learn. Matt has admitted that he will need to put a lot more
nesting material on the platforms next year including more bull rushes, mud
and dirt. He assumed that the loons would bring in more of their own
materials but that was not the case. "We have spoiled our loons to have their
nests all set and ready to sit in after the ice is off the lake", says Matt with a
smirk.
Update on the loons: There is a loon sitting on the PVC nest that Matt made
in 2017 so we will hopefully see the results of that nest soon. There is
another pair of loons with a baby over by the old beach and swimming along
that shore along that side of that lake. It has been assumed that these birds
came from Hermit Lake across County Road 50.
If have any more questions about the loons and their nests, please feel free
to call Matt Peters at 320-685-4507.

Thank you for your time and concern for our lake and have a safe summer!
Kit Ferber
President
320-249-4800

Kraemer Trucking &
Excavating, Inc. ~ Gold
Member
P.O. Box 434, Cold Spring, MN 56320
320-685-3024 ~ office
320-250-1384 ~ cell
www.kraemer-inc.com or
jeffk@kraemer-inc.com
Specializing in all types of Commercial and Residential
Excavating and Septic Systems.
Including Delivery of Black Dirt, Washed Sand, Rock
and Rip Rap.

Hirschfeld Real Estate,
Josh Hirschfeld, Silver Member
27867 County Road 50, Cold Spring
320-493-1269
www.joshhirschfeld.com
Residential and Commercial Real
Estate Services

Ferdinand F. Peters,
Attorney at Law, Bronze Member
842 Raymond Ave., Suite 200
St. Paul, MN 55114
651-647-6250
ferdpeters@ferdlaw.com
www.ferdlaw.com
A full service law firm dedicated to providing a wide
range of legal representation, with special emphasis on
representing entrepreneurs in creating legal entities,
and in real estate law, estate planning and family cabin
ownership law, and litigation in state and federal
courts.

The Green Team, Rhonda Green,
Bronze Member
308 - 5th Ave., Ste. #200, Cold Spring
320-250-4648
rhondagreen@edinarealty.com
Professional Real Estate Team who works with
qualified professionals in the industry to assist you with

Please patronize our
advertisers. They help
pay for our emails!
In Tune Marine
18942 Co Rd 83
Richmond, MN 56368
320-685-3410
www.InTuneMarine.com
FULL SERVICE MARINE
DEALERSHIP
Indoor/Outdoor Storage,
Winterization, Pick up and Delivery,
Trailer Rentals, Inboard/Outboard
Service, I/O and Sterndrive Service,
Custom Rigging and MORE!

Kraemer Heating & Air
Conditioning
~ Josh Kraemer
21034 Fruitwood Road, Richmond
320-597-7272
www.kraemerrefrigeration.com
Heating & air conditioning installs &
service.

JK Landscape Construction
19512 Hubble Road, Clearwater, MN
55320
320-980-2710 ~ cell
320-558-4445 ~ office
www.jklandscape.com
jerry@jklandscape.com
Our team of professionals will help
your property look exquisite with our
proven,
state-of-the-art landscaping service.
Call about homes we've done on Big
Fish Lake recently.

Kurt's Lawn Service, Inc.
Kurt Krebs, owner
16987 Jennifer Drive, Cold Spring.
320-249-0130-m or

all your home buying and selling needs.
State Bank of Cold Spring
401 Main Street, Cold Spring
320-685-8655
www.statebankcoldspring.com
Your Full Service Independent Home-Owned Bank,
Member FDIC

West Central Sanitation
4089 Abbott Drive, Willmar
1-800-246-7630
website@wcsanitation.com
Available for garbage removal, recycling or
roll-offs for construction debris. We're doing our part by
donating a container at the Big Fish Lake Access.
"GOOD Neighbors You've Come to Trust"

320-685-7020-h
Big Fish Lake Resident
We do Spring & Fall clean ups,
weekly mowing & trimming, sidewalk
& driveway edging & shrub
trimming. Serving your needs since
1989. Licensed & insured.

Cold Spring Agency, Inc.
401 Main Street, Cold Spring
320-685-8655
Agent/Manager: Jamie Thomes
www.statebankcoldspring.com
Call Jamie for all your insurance
needs. Conveniently located at the
State Bank of Cold Spring on the
corner of Red River and Main..

Would you like to place an ad here? Please call
Kit at 320-249-4800 or email her at:
kitbigfishlake@hotmail.com.

STAY CONNECTED:

Please visit our website for information regarding Big Fish Lake at:
www.bigfishlake.mnlakesandrivers.org

