Version 5
     
Big Fish Lake Association Meeting                                                                                     Written by Kit Ferber
Mark Backes’ Home
September 17, 2025

Members present:  Mark Backes, Kit Ferber, Matt Peters, Allen Schmitz, Hailey Wachlarowicz-Bayer, Nancy Van Erp, John Ronning, Pat Carnes and Megan Johnson 

1. Called to order at 6:00 pm by Mark. 
  
2. Doug Adamek has stepped down from the Board and we now welcome Pat Carnes to take Doug’s place.  Pat talked about the picnic that her and her husband, Doug, had at their home on Sunday, August 10th.  It was a huge success with just under 70 people there.  There was a lot of great food along with lots of desserts!  It has been decided that there will not be games for adults next year since there was very low interest.  We will continue to have games set up for the kids. Pat and Doug have offered to have the picnic at their house again next year. Discussion for the 2026 picnic will pick up again in March of 2026.

3. Earlier, a survey was sent out in the newsletter to see what the BFL members would like to see the Board concentrate on in the future. Concerns were brought up about weeds, wake boats, fishing populations, lighting pollution and shoreline restoration. Results will eventually be put in a future newsletter. Mark has asked the Board to review the survey and come up with two ideas from each of us as to how to approach these concerns.  For example, Mark will contact the DNR about restocking 5,000 – 7,000 walleye fingerlings like they have done in the past.  The DNR does a fish population survey every five years. The decrease in the fish population may be due to the Zebra Mussels in the lake and having less habitat for the fish in the lake along with the high boat traffic.  It was suggested that more fallen cedar trees would be ideal to serve as habitats for the fish.

Board members are asked to submit their ideas to everyone on the Board before out next meeting in October.  We have to stay vigilant in keeping to the scientific data when addressing these concerns.

Hailey will check into getting the video on our website regarding the wake board boat research that was performed at St. Anthony Falls.  She is also going to see if we can incorporate the QR code to direct people to our website as well as viewing other projects that we are working on.

4. Mark mentioned that he is still waiting to hear from the County regarding the results of the 2025 boat inspections.

5. Kit brought up the idea of getting more members on our Facebook page called “Big Fish Lake Friends and Families”.  This would be another avenue for people to stay connected and to advertise Lost and Found items and For Sale items as well.  Dan Hansgen has generously agreed to be the administrator.  Thank you, Dan! Kit will talk to Dan about how we should “filter” some of the postings.  We are very adamant in making sure that the posts do not include political or personal agendas. Nancy will talk to her son, Luke, to get advice as to how to deal with this endeavor.

6. Internet Landing Installed Device Sensors (I-LIDS) were brought up. This is the next step in monitoring boat accesses when the cost of boat inspectors will become more and more cost prohibitive.  As a boater enters a launch they see signage indicating that the area is monitored and instructing them to how they should inspect and clean off their boat and trailer before they launch their boat.  At the same time the I-LIDS system utilizes advanced sensors that tell it when a boater has entered the launch area and turns on


     video monitoring of the bottom of the boat to identify whether there are aquatics present on the trailer or
     boat.  It also captures clean off activity by the user.  This will be an excellent alternative in “watching” 
     the landing when inspectors aren’t there.  Noah, the rep for the I-LIDS will be invited to our next 
     meeting for a presentation to the Board.  

7. Allen talked to us about the inlet that is filling in with sand, cattails, and possibly tree roots near the lake. Allen will meet with Jeff Pflipson to review the site and bring back additional information to the BFLA board.
  
            Allen also discussed the outlet near the lake. There is a willow tree that needs trimming or removal. The 
            Township has a 10’ wide maintenance easement between the road and the lake. Allen will follow up 
            with the Township, since the property owner wasn’t interested in any trimming of the tree.
 
             Megan will give Mark the contact information for the owners of the property.
8. The Big Fish Lake Apparel store will open in October in time for Christmas delivery.

9. Mark showed the Board a golf or fish towel that he got from Lake Vermilion.  The idea is to promote the “Clean, Drain, Dry” verbiage and to help stop Starry Stonewort from entering BFL.  It was suggested that we try and add our new QR code on the towel.  Mark will look at prices to have this towel made.

10. Matt presented the Treasurer’s report:
We have $21,525.74 in our checking account as of this meeting. We also have three CDs at the bank.  Since the interest rate has changed, the rate will probably change for these.


Next meeting is scheduled for October 22nd, same place and time. Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 pm.  
